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A railvoad report of its earnings and expenses is about
as hard for the uninitiated to understand as the time
cards in a railroad folder. Both are apparently made
with the purpose of conveying as little information as
possible, or none, and both are a suceess in that line. The
Northern Pacific has just filed with the Oregon Publie
Utility Commission its report for the year ending June

a0, 1915,

It states that its gross earnings, or as it states it
“its operating revenues for the year, totaled $653,171,652,
while expenses for railroad operations were $37,108,048,
The net revenue from railroad operations was $206,063,600.
This sounds all right, and a small sum in subtraction
shows the latter amount barring a one dollar error, is the
sum left after paying operating expenses. Then the re-
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port goes on to say that the gross income is $92,027,673
and the net income $18,819,040. The difference hetween
gross revenue (the amount received) and gross income
(also the amount received) and the further difference
hetween net revenue (the amount over and above ex-
penses) and net income (also the amount over the above
expenses) is too fine a distinetion for the average man to
understand. As experts in nomenclature the railroads
ave certainly in a elass by themselves. No doubt it is all
clear to those who made the report out, and perhaps in-
telligible to the Public Utility Commissioners, since they
are experts along those lines, but this report and all other
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amateur poets in the United States who had been induced
to enter a song poem contest and have their poems set to
music at $10 per, will be called to testify in the prosecu-
tion of John T. Neweombe who through the mails man-
aged the contest and gathered in the swag. Newcombe
must have used a new and fine-toothed comb to find that
many amateur poets who had a loose ten dollar bill. The
Portland Press Club that inaugurated the Loganberry
gong contegt, is waiting with blanched cheeks and bated

hreath the result of the trial,

The Oregonian comments on the rumor that Germany
might buy peace with Russia, by giving her Constanti-
nople. This as, it says, would he a master stroke of
diplomacy. All this listens well, but the trouble with the
plan is that the Germans have not the price—Constanti-
aople, His royal highness the Turk would undoubtedly
ohject at least ns gtrenuously to giving his capital eity to
his time immemorial enemy, as he would to making a

preseut of it direct to all the allies,

Miss Dorothy Newall, an actress, gave herself some
fine advertising in the big suffrage parade in New York
hy appearing in a dress that exposed her back to the
waist line, and having painted on the bave space in let-
ters as large as it would hold, the words “Votes for
women.” It demonstrated for one thing that ghe was

certainly o pretty tough man’s equal in immodesty.

Why, in this land of liberty, freedom and equal rights,
is a fox terrier's tail always cut off, while practically all
ather breeds or brands of dogs do not have their tails
curtailed? Suppose the discussion of the county agricul-
turist matter be given a vest until thig more important

or at least more interesting question is answered.

How annoyed Albany and Eugene must feel, after
putting the lid on Sunday and nailing it down, to learn
that the law they were supposedly obeying did not exist.
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